WATSON’S WRITERS’ WORKSHOPS!


	
STRATEGIES FOR AWESOME WRITING!
Collecting and Generating Ideas:  brainstorming from memories/free-writing ideas (important moments, places, people, interests, opinions, thoughts); quickly moving into writing snapshot movies of brainstorming.
Drafting/Revising/Editing:

Meaning: 
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What is this really about?  Sticking to theme/plot?   Story vs. Summary

Structure:
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-- compelling leads     

-- three types of beginnings

-- give heart most weight/stretch the moment              

-- begin at end/flashbacking/filling-in     

-- purposeful/effective use of paragraphing

-- sequencing                -- sentence variety

Details:
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-- enhancing setting                  -- dialogue    

-- vivid/multi-sensory description (paint picture) of setting, action and characters

-- purposeful punctuation

-- action verbs 
-- creativity/authenticity     

-- powerful, precise vocabulary

-- use of figurative language
Voice:
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-- effective use of dialogue/dialogue tags        

-- internal thinking                       -- action

-- adding emotions
-- use of figurative language (metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, etc). 

Conventions/Mechanics:
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-- sentence structure                 

-- parts of speech

-- verb tense continuity              -- spelling

-- punctuation                   -- capitalization

-- word choice/usage 
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